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REGISTER, in accordance with the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act, and gen-
eral category vessels may no longer
fish within the specified Access Area.

(B) Other species. Except for vessels
issued a general category scallop per-
mit and fishing under an approved NE
multispecies SAP under NE multispe-
cies DAS, general category vessels fish-
ing in the Access Areas specified in
§648.59(b) through (d) are prohibited
from possessing any species of fish
other than scallops.

(vi) Elephant Trunk Access
346,000 1b (157 mt) in 2007.

(4) Number of trips. A general category
scallop vessel may not fish for, possess,
or land scallops in or from the Access
Areas specified in §648.59(b) through (e)
after the effective date of the notifica-
tion published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, stating that the total number of
trips specified in  §648.59(b)(5)(ii),
(c)(®)(i), (d)(b)(ii), and (e)(4)(ii) have
been, or are projected to be, taken by
general category scallop vessels.

[71 FR 33231, June 8, 2006, as amended at 72
FR 32559, June 13, 2007]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: 1. At 71 FR 76949,
Dec. 22, 2006, §648.60 was amended by sus-
pending paragraphs (a)(3)(1), (a)(3)(i)(B),
(a)(B)(D), (D) V), (e)(A)(V), and (2)(3)(iv), and
by adding paragraphs (a)(3)(ii)(C), (a)(3)(iii),
(a)(5)(iv), (A)(L)(vi), (e)(1)(vi), and (g)(3)(vi),
effective Dec. 22, 2006, through June 20, 2007.
At 72 FR 29889, May 30, 2007, the effective
date was extended through Dec. 23, 2007.

2. At 72 FR 44980, Aug. 10, 2007, §648.60 was
amended by suspending the introductory
text to paragraph (a)(5)(ii) and adding para-
graph (a)(b)(iii), effective Aug. 10, 2007,
through Feb. 6, 2008.

§648.61 EFH closed areas.

Notwithstanding any other provision
of this part, the following areas identi-
fied in paragraphs (a) through (e) of
this section are closed to scallop fish-
ing to protect EFH from adverse effects
of scallop fishing (copies of charts de-
picting these areas are available from
the Regional Administrator upon re-
quest):

(a) Closed Area I EFH Closure. No ves-
sel may fish for scallops in, or possess
or land scallops from, the area known
as the Closed Area I EFH Closure. No
vessel may possess scallops in the
Closed Area I EFH Closure, unless such
vessel is only transiting the area as

Area.
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provided in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion. The Closed Area I EFH Closure
consists of two sections, defined by
straight lines connecting the points in
the order stated in the following table:

SECTION 1
Point Latitude Longitude
CAIE1 41°30" N. 69°23" W.
CAIE2 41°30" N. 68°35" W.
CAIE3 41°08" N. 69°4.2" W.
CAIE4 41°30" N. 69°23" W.
SECTION 2
Point Latitude Longitude
CAIE5 41°04.5" N. 69°1.2" W.
CAIE6 41°09" N. 68°30" W.
CAIE7 40°45" N. 68°30" W.
CAIE8 40°45" N. 68°45" W.
CAIE5 41°04.5" N. 69°1.2" W.

(b) Closed Area II EFH Closure. No ves-
sel may fish for scallops in, or possess
or land scallops from, the area known
as the Closed Area II EFH Closure. No
vessel may possess scallops in the
Closed Area II EFH Closure, unless
such vessel is only transiting the area
as provided in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion. The Closed Area II EFH Closure is
defined by straight lines connecting
the points in the order stated in the
following table:

Point Latitude Longitude
CAIIE1 42°22'N. | 67°20" W.1
CAlIE2 41°30" N. 66°34.8"
W.1
CAIIE3 41°30" N. 67°20" W.
CAIIE1 42°22" N. 67°20" W.1

1 The U.S/Canada Maritime Boundary

(c) Nantucket Lightship Closed Area
EFH Closure. No vessel may fish for
scallops in, or possess or land scallops
from, the area known as the Nantucket
Lightship Closed Area EFH Closure. No
vessel may possess scallops in the Nan-
tucket Lightship Closed Area EFH Clo-
sure, unless such vessel is only
transiting the area as provided in para-
graph (e) of this section. The Nan-
tucket Lightship Closed Area EFH Clo-
sure is defined by straight lines con-
necting the points in the order stated
in the following table:
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Point Latitude Longitude
NLSE1 40°50" N. 70°20" W.
NLSE2 40°50" N. | 69°29.5" W.
NLSE3 40°30"N. | 69°14.5" W.
NLSE4 40°30" N. 69°00" W.
NLSE5 40°20" N. 69°00" W.
NLSE6 40°20" N. 70°20" W.
NLSE1 40°50" N. 70°20" W.

(d) Western Gulf of Maine EFH Closure.
No vessel may fish for scallops in, or
possess or land scallops from, the area
known as the Western Gulf of Maine
EFH Closure. No vessel may possess
scallops in the Western Gulf of Maine
EFH Closure, unless such vessel is only
transiting the area as provided in para-
graph (e) of this section. The Western
Gulf of Maine EFH Closure is defined
by straight lines connecting the points
in the order stated in the following
table:

Point Latitude Longitude
WGOM1 43°15" N. 70°15" W.
WGOM2 43°15’ N. 69°55" W.
WGOM3 42°15" N. 69°55" W.
WGOM4 42°15" N. 70°15" W.
WGOM1 43°15" N. 70°15" W.

(e) Transiting. A vessel may transit
the area(s) specified in paragraphs (a),
(c), and (d) of this section, provided
that its gear is stowed in accordance
with the provisions of §648.23(b). A ves-
sel may transit the area specified in
paragraph (b) of this section, in accord-
ance with §648.81(b)(2)(iv).

[70 FR 66798, Nov. 3, 2005]

Subpart E—Management Meas-
ures for the Atlantic Surf Clam
and Ocean Quahog Fish-
eries

§648.70 Annual individual allocations.

(a) General. (1) Each fishing year, the
Regional Administrator shall deter-
mine the initial allocation of surfclams
and ocean quahogs for the next fishing
year for each allocation holder owning
an allocation pursuant to paragraph
(a)(2) of this section. For each species,
the initial allocation for the next fish-
ing year is calculated by multiplying
the allocation percentage owned by
each allocation owner as of the last
day of the previous fishing year in
which allocation owners are permitted
to permanently transfer allocation per-

§648.70

centage pursuant to paragraph (b) of
this section (i.e., October 15 of every
year), by the quota specified by the Re-
gional Administrator pursuant to
§648.71. The total number of bushels of
allocation shall be divided by 32 to de-
termine the appropriate number of
cage tags to be issued or acquired
under §648.75. Amounts of allocation 0.5
or smaller created by this division
shall be rounded downward to the near-
est whole number, and amounts of allo-
cation greater than 0.5 created by this
division shall be rounded upward to the
nearest whole number, so that alloca-
tions are specified in whole cages.
These allocations shall be made in the
form of an allocation permit specifying
the allocation percentage and the allo-
cation in bushels and cage tags for
each species. An allocation permit is
only valid for the entity for which it is
issued. Such permits shall be issued on
or before December 15, to allow alloca-
tion owners to purchase cage tags from
a vendor specified by the Regional Ad-
ministrator pursuant to §648.75(b).

(2) The Regional Administrator may,
after publication of a fee notification
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, charge a per-
mit fee before issuance of the permit to
recover administrative expenses. Fail-
ure to pay the fee will preclude
issuance of the permit.

(b) Transfers—(1) Allocation percent-
age. Subject to the approval of the Re-
gional Administrator, part or all of an
allocation percentage may be trans-
ferred in the year in which the transfer
is made, to any person or entity eligi-
ble to own a documented vessel under
the terms of 46 U.S.C. 12102(a). Ap-
proval of a transfer by the Regional
Administrator and for a new allocation
permit reflecting that transfer may be
requested by submitting a written ap-
plication for approval of the transfer
and for issuance of a new allocation
permit to the Regional Administrator
at least 10 days before the date on
which the applicant desires the trans-
fer to be effective, in the form of a
completed transfer log supplied by the
Regional Administrator. The transfer
is not effective until the new holder re-
ceives a new or revised annual alloca-
tion permit from the Regional Admin-
istrator. An application for transfer
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